


Minister Le Drian, Assembly members, ladies and gentlemen,

Before I start, let me thank Mr L.e Drian, President of this first

General Assembly, for giving me the floor.

This is my first trip to the Sahel region since taking up my post as
Commissioner for International Partnerships, and I am honoured to be

with you all today.

I am especially honoured to be here at such an important time for the
Sahel. This promises to be a crucial year, in which we must seize the

political momentum and the many opportunities to get things done,

improve impact and move forward.

This will not be a simple task. We all know that the Sahel faces great
and complex challenges. The fact that we are meeting today shows
our collective ambition to overcome those challenges. On behalf of
the EU let me say that we are more determined than ever to support

this region’s moves towards stabilisation and recovery.

That is why, two years on from the 2018 Conference in Brussels, we
are organising a high-level meeting in Brussels on 26 March, at the

initiative of the President of the European Council, Charles Michel.

This meeting will follow some major political events on the Sahel,
such as the Pau Summit in early January, with the aim to reinvigorate
our partnership with the G5 Sahel countries, based on a common and












