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EMERGENCY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (PDU) 
Mauritania Youth Employability Project 

 

DONOR(S) 
The World Bank  

 
 

 

 

COUNTRY 
Mauritania 

 

CODE 
P162916 

 

AMOUNT 
USD 42 million 

 

DATES 
May 2020 – 2025  

 

PHASE 
In preparation 

 

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY 
Ministry of Employment, 
Youth and Sports 

 

PDU PILLAR 
3: Reinforcing social cohesion  

 

DESCRIPTION  

The World Bank's Youth Employability Project (EYP) follows the orientations of Mauritania’s National Employment 

Strategy in order to improve the employability of vulnerable young Mauritanians. The overall budget of the project 

amounts to USD 42 million, including a contribution from the World Bank of USD 40 million and a USD 2 million 

contribution from the Mauritanian government.  

The project is part of the G5 Sahel’s Emergency Development Programme (PDU), an initiative aimed at stabilising 

border areas in the G5 Sahel countries and financed by the members of the Sahel Alliance. The project supports the 

operationalisation of Pillar III of the PDU: Supporting local communities and institutions in conflict prevention and the 

strengthening of social cohesion by reinforcing the local socio-economic fabric. 

INTERVENTION LOGIC 

The objective of the project is to improve the employability of vulnerable young people, particularly women, in pre-

identified regions of Mauritania. The EYP will specifically focus on urban and peri-urban youth (aged 15-24) who do not 

have a job, education and/or training, or are in precarious employment situations. To identify vulnerable young people, 

the selection criteria will take into account their level of education and their current employment situation. 

 

 

Project locations:  

Component 1:  

The urban and peri-urban areas of 

Nouakchott, Rosso, Kiffa, and Nema.

  

Component 2:  

Regional vocational training and 

development centres in Kiffa, Rosso, 

Sélibaby, Aioun, Nem, Tidjikja, Kaedi, 

Aleg. 

https://www.alliance-sahel.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Brochure-PDU-fevrier-2020-UCA.pdf


 
 
 
 

 

Contact HQ :   Oliver Juenger – Tel : +32 2 325 65 85 – Mail : oliver.juenger@giz.de 
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In the margins of the EYP, the World Bank will launch an economic inclusion programme that will offer a multidimensional 

and integrated package of services to vulnerable young people. This programme includes the following components:  

(i) Career orientation and mentoring sessions;  

(ii) Life skills training; 

(iii) Technical skills training and short-term internships; 

(iv) Business skills training;  

(v) Cash grants for income-generating activities. 

This economic inclusion programme is accompanied by an emergency response component and a project management, 

monitoring and evaluation component. 

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

In March 2019, the World Bank approved the internal project concept note in order to launch the project in 2020.  

• Estimated project preparation date: 16 March 2020  

• Estimated date of decision by the World Bank Board of Directors: May 15, 2020 

An advance for the World Bank project preparation facility in the amount of USD 520,000 was put in place on 21 

November 2019. 

 

 

 

What is the Emergency Development Programme? 

In 2018, the Heads of State of the G5 Sahel asked the Executive Secretariat of the G5 Sahel (SEG5 Sahel) to 

launch quick-impact emergency projects. Consequently, the Emergency Development Programme (PDU) came into 

life in order to stabilise fragile border areas identified by the G5. 

In response to the G5 Sahel’s request to finance the PDU, the Sahel Alliance’s members collectively mobilised 226 

million Euro dedicated to 21 projects and programmes in total. These projects meet the following 3 criteria: 

I. The project is located in sensitive cross-border areas as identified by the G5 

II. The project responds to specific thematic or sectoral issues  

III. Actual achievements are visible by the end of 2018 / beginning of 2019 
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